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American Institute of Architects



Architecture and the City

The Official Guide to 
Tours, Films, Exhibitions, 
Lectures + More 

San Francisco
September 1 – 30, 2007

Celebrating 
San Francisco’s 
unique built 
environment and 
design community!



September 
1–30, 2007
San Francisco
aiasf.org /archandcity

Tours
Exhibitions
Lectures
Film Series
Special Events
Green Design

Architecture and the City,
the largest festival of its kind in the 
United States, engages the public with 
a deeper appreciation for San Francisco’s 
rich architecture and design community. 
So whether you are looking for an architect 
or want to become more involved with 
the local community, Architecture and 
the City promises an unparalleled 
opportunity to experience San Francisco. 
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The Webby Business Awards



Featuring              
An innovation showcase presented 
by Semaphore Partners.

Benefiting 
using technology to help 
create economic opportunities for 
low-income people.

WELCOME TO THE 
1ST ANNUAL WEBBY 
BUSINESS AWARDS

Presenting Sponsors



“No great 
discovery was 
ever made 
without a bold 
guess.”
—Isaac Newton
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THE OCEAN CONSERVANCY





BY CAROL GARDNER

Air pollution and runoff are depositing
toxic mercury into the oceans at alarming
rates. It’s accumulating in fish—and
people—in dangerously high levels. 
How can we stop it? 

Canned tuna is the most popular fish in the United States. Yet
ten states have posted advisories urging young children and
pregnant and nursing women to limit their meals of the fish.
The reason: tuna lovers could be exposed to methyl mercury, a
compound that is highly toxic to the human nervous system—
particularly the developing nervous system.

In California, several grocery chains—Kroger’s, Trader Joes,
Whole Foods, Safeway, and Albertson’s—now display signs warn-
ing consumers about the dangers of eating swordfish, shark,
and fresh tuna because of high levels of mercury in such fish.

We’ve been told over and over how fish is good for us—how

it’s a healthy, low-fat source of protein and Omega-3 fatty acids,
which are essential for the developing brain of the fetus and 
can lower the risk of heart attacks in adults. So, at the very least,
these mercury advisories muddy the water when it comes 
to eating fish. And health officials are in a quandary, as well.
Dr. Andrew Smith, chief toxicologist for the state of Maine, runs
the department responsible for fish advisories.“Two things make
it difficult,” says Smith.“No one is sure exactly what a tolerable
daily intake of mercury is, yet we are sure about the clear health
benefits of eating fish. So we have a bit of angst about getting
the balance right in our messages.”

MERCURY RISING
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California has long served
as a premier example 
of good ocean stewardship
in the United States.

What sets the state
apart?

BY CAROL GARDNER

W
H

AT
 

M
A

K
E

S
 

C
A

L
IF

O
R

N
IA

D
IF

F
E

R
E

N
T?

fall 2005 | blueplanet | 25Photograph by

BY JENNY CARLESS
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Ongoing public involvement
is important as three Central
and Northern California
national marine sanctuaries
continue through their 
joint management plan
review process

GULF OF THE
FARALLONES
NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARY 
DESIGNATED: 1981
SIZE: 1,255 sq. miles 
(948 sq. nautical miles)
LOCATION: 30 miles west of
San Francisco Bay
HIGHLIGHTS: Largest breeding
concentration of seabirds in 
the contiguous United States
http://farallones.noaa.gov/

MONTEREY BAY
NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARY
DESIGNATED: 1992
SIZE: 5,322 sq. miles 
(4,625 sq. nautical miles)
LOCATION: Stretching 276 miles
from the Marin County headlands
(north of San Francisco Bay) to
Cambria in San Luis Obispo
County—extending an average 
of 30 miles offshore
HIGHLIGHTS: Home to the
nation’s largest kelp forest and
one of North America’s largest
underwater canyons
http://montereybay.noaa.gov/

VOICING
SUPPORT
FOR OUR
MARINE
HERITAGE

CORDELL BANK
NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARY 
DESIGNATED: 1989
SIZE: 526 sq. miles 
(297 sq. nautical miles)
LOCATION: 50 miles NW of 
San Francisco Bay at the edge 
of California’s Continental Shelf
HIGHLIGHTS: A rocky,
submerged offshore granite bank
4.5 miles wide by 9.5 miles long
http://cordellbank.noaa.gov/ 



30 years of the ocean conservancy: a time line

PaPer towel: 2-4 weeks orange Peel: 2-5 weeks newsPaPer: 6 weeks aPPle core: 2 months Plywood: 1-3 years wool sock: 1-5 years cigarette filter: 1-5 years Plastic bag: 10-20 years nylon fabric: 30-40 years leather: 50 years tin can: 50 years foamed Plastic cuP: 50 years foamed Plastic buoy: 80 years aluminum can: 80-200 years disPosable diaPers: 450 years  Plastic bottle: 450 years monofilament fishing line: 600 years glass bottle: 1 million 
years
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